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I. INTRODUCTION 



A. BACKGROUND 

Because of their low cost relative to client server and mainframe applications, 
Intranets have gained popularity in business operations worldwide. Additional factors 
that have supported the increased popularity are their ease of use and the ability to rapidly 
deploy information and applications enterprise wide. 

Intranets developed out of the popularity of the Internet and the World Wide 
Web 1 (WWW). The Internet was developed by the Defense Advanced Research Projects 
Agency (DARPA) and the National Science Foundation (NSF) as a means to connect 
national command and control computers and networks in a manner that would survive 
nuclear attack directed against the United States. The World Wide Web is just an 
extension of the Global Internet. 

B. THE INTERNET 

The entire Internet is global and involves many different protocols and 
communications schemes. The World Wide Web (WWW) is a subset of the Internet that 
has experienced explosive growth since 1990. WWW technology is centered on the 
Transmission Control Protocol/Intemet Protocol (TCP/IP). Use of TCP/IP and browser 
software allows users to have a graphical interface to other computers and networks also 
using TCP/IP and WWW based servers. 

The ease of use, which is the primary reason for the popularity of the WWW, is 
supported primarily by the intuitive nature of the graphical interface. The interface is 
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